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NO MASS UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE 
 

NO MASS UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE 

Holy Week 2020: Whilst there will be no public liturgies for 
the celebration of Holy Week this year, we can still take part in 
this central celebration of our faith by viewing the Triduum 
Liturgies from our Cathedral using the Live Stream. For more 
details of the times of the liturgies, please visit our Cathedral 
website. We can join with Bishop David and the diocese for 
11am Mass at the Cathedral on Sunday. The Cathedral 
Masses are all live-streamed (Sat 6pm, Sun 8.30, 11am and 
5.15pm) and you can access them 
at: https://northamptondiocese.org/live/  

 
Join with Pope Francis and Catholics across the world in 
daily prayer, Mass, and Angelus from the Vatican News 
Website: https://www.vaticannews.va/en.html. Find the 
full text of Pope Francis’ Urbi et Orbi blessing 
at: http://www.nores.org.uk/ 
 
First Communion and Confirmation postponed: These 
celebrations are postponed until a time that allows for families 
and friends to gather safely within our churches. 

 
Support your Parish and the Diocese: We are not sure when 
normal liturgical services can be resumed in the Church. 
However, I request you to support your Parish and the works 
of the Diocese through your weekly offering. Kindly keep your 
weekly offertory envelops done and bring to the Church when 
we gather next 
 
Prayer Requests: Marjory Scheff had a brain surgery, but 
showing poor health. Michelle, daughter of Julia Hough is a 
young mother of two children, suffering from pneumonia and 
is very serious. Please keep them in your valuable prayers.  
  
We pray for those whose Anniversaries occur this Week: 
Joe Noone, Margaret O’Kane, James Dunne, Maria de 
LosAngeles Gott, John Vidler, Tony Johnson, Iris McSoley, 
Thomas Winter, Hal & Doris Gordon, Kay Chapman, Dorthy 
Fricker, Liza McQuillan, Peter Hastie, Sr Jean Hastie, Agnes 
Whyton, Lorraine Sharpe.  

 
Palm Sunday marks the transition from Lent into Holy Week. 

Jesus, the anointed king of David enters the royal city mounted 

on a donkey. When a conquering hero of the ancient world rode 

into a town in triumph, it was normally done in a regal chariot 

or on the back of a stately stallion. Legions of soldiers 

accompanied him in the victory procession. Triumphal arches, 

were often erected to immortalize his valiant victory. Whereas, 

Jesus, the king of kings, after driving out the demons, healing 

the sick, and raising the dead, enter the Holy City on a beast of 

burden, accompanied by his disciples, brandishing not swords, 

but palm branches. The monument to his victory, erected a week 

later, was not an arch, but a crucifix. 

 

 later, was not an arch, but a crucifix. The events of Holy Week 

are not just about the story of violence and humiliation, but they 

are much more about love and humility. Jesus came in humility, 

with a call to salvation through humble repentance.  He called 

God’s people to recognize that they were not sufficient to save 

themselves, that they needed a Savior, and that God has sent 

them one, as a free, undeserved gift as from a loving Father. 

In his recent Urbi et Orbi message, Pope Francis noted that the 

COVID-19 crisis, “exposes our vulnerability and uncovers those 

false and superfluous certainties around which we have 

constructed our daily schedules, our projects, our habits and 

priorities.  It shows us how we have allowed to become dull and 

feeble by the very things that nourish, sustain and strengthen 

our lives and our communities.” Until recently, America thought 

that their economy was the strongest in the world, China, the 

emerging economic power was flexing its military and economic 

muscles.  Europe was going through Brexit negotiations and 

getting ready for another high tourist season in Spring and 

Summer. But then a tiny microbe came along and changed all 

this.  Political leaders, business tycoons, and scientists were all 

caught unprepared and confounded.  Half a million people have 

already died, and many more are infected. World economy is on 

the verge of a collapse.  

What are we to learn from this crisis and how are we to make 

our way out of it? The Palm Sunday road of humility and 

obedience offers the answer. While we ought to seek prudently 

to minimize the spread of infection by listening to the authority 

and follow the guidelines, we also ought to realize that we are 

not in control of everything, that nature has a way of 

recapturing its sanctity and reclaiming its place. Our survival 

on this planet depends on a harmonious co-existence and not on 

self-assertion. We shall not rely on our own greatness, but 

instead, through acknowledging our absolute dependence upon 

God.   

Just as our Lenten penance is meant to deepen our relationship 

with God and our solidarity with all who suffer as the Lord did, 

we can allow these sacrifices and inconveniences in our daily 

lives to direct our prayers toward those who have died and their 

loved ones, our attention toward those who are ill, and our 

actions toward strengthening the common good, both at home 

and abroad. The coronavirus poses a threat that knows no 

borders. As Catholics, neither does our love and concern for our 

neighbors know no bounds. May God bless and protect you all.                                    

Happy Palm Sunday 

 
 

 

Last Week's Offertory Collection:      St.Bernardine's: NIL                                      St.Martin's: NIL                                                  
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